
C
ancer. No other word strikes so much fear into one’s
soul. We’ve all known someone impacted by this
dreaded disease or some other equally serious afflic-
tion. Finding treatments—and hopefully cures—to

all the various ailments that plague mankind can only be ac-
complished through research. Research requires time, and
time, of course, is money. The majority of medical research is
conducted by non-profits whose success and very existence
hinge on donations from fundraisers or individual gifts. 

During a 2003 pheasant hunt in northern California, Mark
Gagliardi was hunting with some Union representatives when
the topic of fundraisers came up. “They were lamenting the
amount of golf fundraisers they had to go to when someone in
the group suggested doing a charity pheasant hunt,” Gagliardi
reflected. “I told them a pheasant hunt probably wouldn’t
work, but why not do a sporting clays tournament? They all
stopped and looked at each other, then looked at me and said
‘OK, you do it,’” he recalled. “So I did.” At that moment,
Shoot For A Cure was born. 

Shoot For A Cure is a non-profit organization dedicated to
raising money for the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society, the
National MS Society, and various other worthy charitable
causes through the hosting of sporting clays events nationally.
After that initial spark was ignited, Gagliardi met with Vince
Salazar, a retired United Food and Commercial Workers
(UFCW) international representative who coordinated the or-
ganization’s fundraisers for leukemia. “We chose the
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society because the LLS runs one of
the cleanest programs around,” said Gagliardi. “Seventy five
percent of every dollar worldwide goes toward finding a cure,
and the particular fund that we donate to ensures that 100%
of every dollar raised goes to research.” 

Gagliardi also had the opportunity to meet with some of

the LLS “patient heroes” at a couple of golf tournaments.
“These are very brave children who have gone through a lot
with this terrible disease. Meeting them and hearing their sto-
ries inspired me to get involved,” he confessed. “I learned very
quickly that research is the key to fighting these diseases. 

“Vince then took me to meet Tim Hamann, who was the
president of UFCW Local 120 at the time,” Gagliardi contin-
ued. “Tim ran a very successful golf tournament, and Vince
asked him to advise me on how to get this thing going. Tim
initially thought I was crazy, but he agreed to help.” 

“When we first started, none of us thought it would get to
this point,” Hamann recalled. A duck and goose hunter,
Hamann barely knew Gagliardi at the time, but he had experi-
ence running charity golf tournaments, so he decided to give
sporting clays a try. 

Shoot For A Cure hosted its first event that same year,
where 86 shooters showed up and just over $10,000 was
raised. The second shoot, held in Las Vegas, was equally suc-
cessful. Hamann went on to become Chairman Emeritus of
Shoot For A Cure. The rest, as they say, is history. “Tim and I
became close friends, and we’ve been quarterbacking this
thing ever since,” Gagliardi enthused. 

The organization certainly took the ball and ran with it.
Since 2003, Shoot For A Cure has thrown over 1,250,000 tar-
gets, expended over 1 million rounds of ammo, raffled tens of
thousands of dollars worth of guns and outdoor gear, and in-
troduced over 7,000 new people to our great game of sporting
clays. Along the way, the organization also raised over $1.9
million for the LLS, National MS Society, and other charities. 

In 2013 alone, Shoot For A Cure hosted 1,131 shooters
who shot 143,000 rounds of ammo at approximately 150,000
targets thrown. Best of all, $391,000 net was raised for
leukemia, MS, etc., with $215,000 of that earmarked for the
LLS alone. The organization continues that momentum in
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Shoot For A Cure’s trailer, shown here parked at the NSCA Na-
tionals, was donated by basketball legend Michael Jordan and
has been revamped to meet all of the organization’s shotgun and
clay shooting equipment needs.  

Shoot For A Cure instructor Kirk Kearn cleans guns at an event.
Participants can be assured they’ll be outfitted with the proper
gear and instruction to ensure they enjoy clays busting success.  



2014 with 15 events scheduled so far (www.shootforacure.us;
925-698-0719) and a program goal of $450,000 net. 

Shoot For A Cure logged approximately 7,000 miles on its
shoot trailer in 2013, traveling to 15 events nationwide, which
attracted participants from 16 states. The trailer was donated
by basketball legend Michael Jordan, who, along with Nike,
had a non-profit that went around the country providing
sneakers and physical fitness education to high school stu-
dents. When Jordan’s charity went out of business, there were
several big trailers left over. His organization donated the last
one to Shoot For A Cure for free. It was a vast improvement
over the old U-Haul trailer they had been using. The rig has
since been stripped and rebuilt to meet the organization’s
clays shooting, gun cleaning, and gun repair needs. 

Other celebrity supporters include the late Paul Walker of
Fast And Furious fame and NASCAR driver Ryan Newman.
“We spent several days with Paul and his girlfriend at our
Hawaii event a couple of years ago teaching them how to
shoot clays,” Gagliardi reminisced. “Ryan Newman came in a
helicopter to our Pennsylvania event before the Pocono race
in 2010 and shot a flurry with several of our shooters. We ran
a little raffle for leukemia, and it was very cool. Both [Walker
and Newman]were very down-to-earth, great guys who hung
out and had lunch with us and enjoyed our events.” 

The shoot trailer wouldn’t roll without its dedicated
shoot crew, which is made up of active and retired Union
representatives and members, who are all NSCA members
and Level I instructors. Hamann, who is also a Level I in-
structor, points out that Shoot For A Cure has basically two
budgets. The trailer budget is funded entirely by vendors
and corporate sponsors. The events’ budget is funded by the
event sponsors and participants and goes directly to LLS,
MS, and various charities.

Everyone at Shoot For A Cure is just as dedicated to the
target sports as they are to combating disease. Currently
there are 15 Level I instructors who volunteer for Shoot For
A Cure. Usually, four or five Level I instructors and one Mas-
ter-class instructor attend each event. Master instructors are
John Higgins in the east and Dave Fiedler in the west. They
oversee target setting and event safety. Armorer and master
trailer fabricator Tom Spear and wife Lula drive the rig from
event to event. Tom keeps all the guns in tip-top shape while
Lula runs the shooting games. 

The Shoot For A Cure instructors help set up, clean, and
issue guns, teach during the morning clinic, coach during
the main event, and always keep an eye out for safety. Plan-
ning an event requires a lot of effort, but after everything’s
set up, the workers usually find enough time to shoot
through the course prior to the event. Many on staff are
themselves serious competitive clays busters, while the rest
like to participate in as many local events as possible. These
are shoots run by shooters for shooters—and charity. The
organization would not be where it is today without the
countless hours of hard work and dedication of its shoot
crew and volunteers. 

Shoot For A Cure gives away NSCA Complimentary Lim-
ited Memberships and copies of Sporting Clays Magazine to
each participant. Consequently, many people make the jump
from occasional or new shooter to visiting their local gun
club and trying a registered or fun shoot. 

“Because we are raising money to fight these terrible dis-
eases, we are bringing new shooters and non-shooters to the
table who are giving this great sport a try,” Mark Gagliardi
emphasized. “Most people attending our events [except for
the couple of registered events held] are either there because

their organization or Union sent them, or they are a hunter
and this is a good excuse for them to try out sporting clays.
Our job is to make sure they have a safe, fun experience. We
fit them with a gun and all of the gear they need to be suc-
cessful, give them a lesson with an NSCA instructor, and
throw some fun, hittable targets.” 

The event is then topped off by a great lunch, some nice
awards, and an engaging raffle that leaves participants with a
good feeling about the experience. Of course, none of this
would be possible without the support of Shoot For A Cure’s
many industry sponsors (a complete listing is on the organi-
zation’s website), who provide guns, shooting supplies, and
raffle items.

The real joy, though, is found in the intangibles. “The
payoff for me,” Gagliardi admitted, “is when I see that look
on the face of a person who has just broken their first target
and realizes they can indeed do this. They look like they’re 10
years old again and it is Christmas morning.” 

Another story Gagliardi shared sums up this sentiment.
“Several years ago we held an event where one participant
was a very influential female Union president who had never
shot before, was not a gun owner, and for all intents and pur-
poses was anti-gun. Because we were raising money for
leukemia, she decided to give this a try. She came out, we fit
her with the proper gear, and she outshot everyone on the
team from her Union—including her husband.

“Afterward she said three things that I have heard many
times since,” Gagliardi continued. “First, ‘I had the time of
my life.’ Second, ‘I didn’t know it would be like this.’ And
third, ‘When can we do it again?’ When I hear that after an
event, I know we have done our job.” 

Tim Hamann noted that a lot of women attend SFAC
events, attracted by the free lessons and worthy causes. Many
youth also participate, and a special shoot is even held to
raise money for the Northern California Boys Scouts.
“There’s a lot of pressure for more events,” Hamann lament-
ed, but the organization is controlling expansion so it can
continue concentrating on introducing new shooters to
sporting clays. “We’re also focusing this year on having pre-
vious attendees return,” he added.

Gagliardi left me with this final thought. “In my opinion,
sporting clays is the most fun you can legally have with a
shotgun.” The fact that shooters can also help battle cancer,
MS, and other nefarious diseases at the same time is icing on
the cake.  
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Tim Hamann (left) and Mark Gagliardi have been quarterbacking
Shoot For A Cure since its inception over a decade ago. 


